
LUKE | The Newborn King   Text: Luke 2:1-7                   Bill Turner
Introduction: The Birth of a Son: History records an interesting footnote…

It was during the dark winter of 1864. At Petersburg, Virginia, the Confederate army of Robert E. Lee 
faced the Union divisions of General Ulysses S. Grant. The war was now three and a half years old 
and the glorious charge had long since given way to the muck and mud of trench warfare. 
Late one evening one of Lee's generals, Major General George Pickett, received word that his wife 
had given birth to a beautiful baby boy. Up and down the line the Confederates began building huge 
bonfires in celebration of the event. These fires did not go unnoticed in the Northern camps and soon 
a nervous Grant sent out a reconnaissance patrol to see what was going on. The scouts returned with 
the message that Pickett had had a son and these fires were in celebration. 
It so happened that Grant and Pickett had been contemporaries at West Point and knew one another 
well, so to honor the occasion Grant, too, ordered that bonfires should be built. 
What a peculiar night it was. For miles on both sides of the lines fires burned. No shots fired. No 
yelling back and forth. No war fought. Only light, celebrating the birth of a child. But it didn't last 
forever. Soon the fires burned down and once again the darkness took over. The darkness of the 
night and the darkness of war. (author unknown)
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in the midst of a great darkness there came a light,  
        and the darkness was not able to overcome the light. 
Even though we live in dark times, we have Jesus, the Light of the Word.

I.  THE BIRTH OF JESUS
A. THE TIMING OF HIS BIRTH

1. A Decree went out from Caesar Augustus…
a) Caesar Augustus was also known as Octavian… 

He was a great-nephew to Julius Caesar.
b) When Julius Caesar died he named Octavian as his full heir… 

Leaving him with the full estate and made him the next Roman emperor
2. Caesar Augustus expanded the Empire by force…

a) He was the first Emperor to form a full-time standing Army
b) He was the 1st to form the Praetorian Guard, his own personal security force
c) He imposed peace –– but it was peace imposed by force

3. He was the first Caesar to be called “Augustus” …
a) when the Roman Senate voted to give him that title. 
b) Augustus means “holy” or “revered,” and up to that time the title was reserved 

exclusively for the Greek and Roman gods.
c) This was the beginning of Deifying the Caesars.

4. So Caesar Augustus was the first to originate the Imperial Cult…
a) Which designated the Emperor and his family as deity
b) This was the beginning of emperor worship and calling the emperor a god
c) Already in some parts of the Empire the people were celebrating Augustus’s 

birthday, hailing him “as Savior”
d) An inscription has been found that even called him “savior of the whole world.”1

5. But Even Though Augustus Caesar was hailed as ‘savior of the world’… 
the True King and True Savior was born is a small outpost of the Empire

 R. Kent Hughs shares the details surrounding the Augustus title, Luke, Vol.1 Preaching the Word1



B. THE PLACE OF HIS BIRTH
1. The Providence of God works in mysterious ways… 

a) Not Even Caesar Augustus, the most powerful man in the world, Realized His 
Imperial Decree was actually fulfilling a prophesy from God 

2. The Unconscious Obedience of a Roman Emperor sent out a Decree For all 
the World to be taxed…

a)  the Entire Roman Empire spanning 3 Continents…
b) Migrations of people for a census to take place

3. The Whole World Was Moved to Bring About One Prophesy:  
The Birthplace of the Messiah!

a) Which Means that God Moved Heaven AND Earth for the Birth of Jesus Fulfilling a 
centuries old prophesy (Micah 5:2)

b) We Have Official Roman Archives Recording the Event…
c) And the Dead Sea Scrolls that Sealed all the OT prophesies in the Caves of 

Qumran, 2 1/2 centuries before the birth of Christ
d) IS it possible this was one reason why God chose to leave 400 years of silence 

separating the last OT prophet –– and the Birth of Jesus?
e) Showing the world these prophesies were given centuries before they were fulfilled, 

and stored as a time capsule word for word, unaltered by man.
Bethlehem was the birth place of David the Shepherd King,  

and now of Jesus the Great Shepherd and Eternal King

C. THE MANNER OF HIS BIRTH
1. It was an 80 mile journey from Northern Galilee to small town of Bethlehem

a) It would not have been an easy journey…
b) especially for Mary, traveling in the dust and cold

2. When They Finally Arrive it was so crowded there was No Room at the Inn
a) Bethlehem was a small village… So for travelers was primitive… 

–And there was no room even for these.
b) And so when Jesus was born He was laid in a manger…
c) The word translated manger means a place where animals feed;  

such as a feeding trough in an animal stable or stall
3. God could’ve chosen a palace for Jesus to be born in…

a) God could’ve chosen rich, royal parents for Jesus to be born to…
b) But God chose a poor family of Faith and a small, obscure village,  

even a manger for animals for Jesus to be born at.
4. When the Queen of England visits another country…it’s a major event

a) An entire entourage of staff,, advisers, doctors and assistants.
b) Special vehicles, special security and accommodations.
c) But Jesus left the glory of heaven to be born in Poverty and Obscurity!

5. Jesus did not come to the proud & powerful but to the poor & powerless. 



II. THE LESSONS FOR US 
A. GOD RULES THE KINGDOMS OF MEN

1. Even the most powerful man in the world––the emperor of Rome…  
is under the authority and providence of God

a) It was a decree of Augustus Caesar that brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem and 
fulfilled one of over 300 prophesies of Jesus.

b) The Emperor of Rome Unconsciously Obeyed the Will of God!
2. So by Decree of the Emperor––the Whole World Was Moved to Bring About 

One Prophesy: The Birthplace of the Messiah! 
a) God Moved Heaven and Earth for Jesus to be born… 
b) in the very village God said He would be born!

3. God Ruled the Kingdoms of Men THEN––  
––God Rules the Kingdoms of Men NOW!  (Romans 8:28)

B. THE KING OF KINGS WOULD BE DIFFERENT THAN THE KINGS OF MEN
1. Augustus Caesar was a man who was hailed as a god and praised as the 

‘savior of the world’…
a) But the True King and True Savior was born in a Manger 
b) in a small outpost of the Empire, the small town of Bethlehem.
c) But This Newborn Child is the Newborn King!

“The baby Mary carried was not a Caesar, a man who would become a god,  
but a far greater wonder—the true God who had become a man!” (R. Kent Hughs)

2. The Caesars Brought Peace through Conquering People By the Sword 
The Roman Empire had Peace––but it was enforced by violence

a) But this newborn King would be called the Prince of Peace …
b) Jesus causes people to surrender by changing the Heart… 
c) To surrender to the Love of God demonstrated at the Cross

Napoleon Bonaparte wrote: “I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere 
man. Between Him and every other person in the world there is no possible term of 
comparison. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on 
what did we rest the creations of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His 
empire upon love; and at this hour millions of men would die for Him”

C. NO ROOM IN THE INN: What a sad commentary of the Human Race
1. Jesus came to His Own and His Own Received Him Not… 

There was no room at the Inn… BUT…
a) This was not because the Inn Keeper was Cruel or Inhospitable… 

but Because it was Already Too Crowded.
b) And So it is with Those Who Do Not Have Room in Their Heart for Jesus…
c) Not Because They Hate Him or have Malice––But Because Their Hearts Are Already 

Too Crowded with Thoughts About Themselves (Hendriksen, Luke p.146)



d) Their Own Possessions, own Riches, their own Honor and Importance…
e) They Have No Room to Reflect on God’s Word or God’s Son or God’s Promises

2. No Room in the Inn… No Room in the Hearts of Men…  
but We Can Find Room for Jesus on a Cross

3. Jesus Left the Glory of Heaven By Emptying Himself… (Phil 2:5–8 ESV)

CONCLUSION:
1. Jesus left the glory and riches of heaven to be born in a manger… 

BUT WHY? 
2. Jesus became like us so that we could become like Him!  

(2 Corinthians 8:9)
3. This was God’s Eternal Plan Before Time Began… 

This is the year 2022 because Jesus was born 2,022 years ago


