
The Birth of John   Text: Luke 1:57–80                                    Bill Turner
To Prepare the Way

1. The Arrival of a president involves massive planning and detail for their safety
a. the secret service prepares the route they take and details all the security ahead of time
b. A U.S Marine Security Detail, Secret Service, State and Local Law Enforcement…
c. All for the sake of the security of the President or Member of Congress…

2. But Before Jesus arrived, only one man was chosen to prepare the way… 
a. and it wasn’t for the sake of Jesus or for Security reasons––but for our sake…
b. To Prepare the Hearts and Minds of the People for the Arrival of the True King!

I.  THE BIRTH OF JOHN  (v.57–66)
A. THEY REJOICED WITH HER (Luke 1:57–58)

1. Remember Elizabeth was never able to have a child
a) Her hopes and prayers had gone unanswered 
b) year after year based to decade to decade 
c) But she remained faithful to God even in disappointment 

2. Now they Rejoice with Elizabeth that she gave birth to a child… 
What a special occasion to celebrate!

a) Just as the ladies have a baby shower for a young mother today
b) I still remember the Joy when the ladies had a baby shower for Emily 
c) hosted by Linda at the Parker’s house… the joy, the gifts, the fellowship

3. The people of God are called to ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep 
with those who weep.’ (Rom 12:15)

a) To Share One Another’s Joys –– as well as one another’s burdens
b) When we Rejoice with those who are rejoice and weep with those who weep
c) We encourage one another whether they are experiencing good times or bad

B. HIS NAME IS JOHN (v.59–63)
1. It was custom to name a male child after the father’s name  

OR at least a family name of a relative or ancestor…
2. But Elizabeth Said, ‘NO, his name is John'

a) Elizabeth and Zechariah Broke from the Cultural Custom 
b) and some were shocked or maybe even disappointed!
c) But God had already Named this Child!

3. Sometimes we have to break from the customs of the culture… 
a) And do What God’s says––not what our neighbors and friends say!
b) Will That Disappoint Some People? Some Family or Friends? YES!
c) But it’s Not About them––it’s about God who knows the end from the beginning  

––His ways are higher than ours



C. GOD GIVES 2nd CHANCES (v.63–66)
1. It’s Fair to Say––Zechariah Learned from His Mistake!

a) Every Time He Wanted to Say Something He Couldn’t!
b) So Every time he wants do say something it’s a reminder of the doubt and lack of 

faith he had when Gabriel appeared to him
2. The last time he opened his mouth and spoke it was to DOUBT GOD  

––now the first words out of his mouth are to PRAISE GOD!
3. GOD GIVES SECOND CHANCES!    Which is part of John’s Ministry!

a) To preach repentance and forgiveness of sins to give us another chance
b) To prepare the way for the Lord who will pay our debt in full on the cross

II. THE PRAISE OF ZECHARIAH   (v.67–80)
A. ZECHARIAH PRAISES GOD FOR THE PROMISED SAVIOR (v.67-75)

1. God has visited and redeemed His people through Jesus (v.68-69)
a) Who descended through the House of King David

2. Prophesied by God’s prophets from since the world began (v.70)
a) From Abel (who was the 1st Martyr) –– to Zechariah’s son John the Baptist!

3. Promised By God to Save His People (v.71-73)
a) Promised through His covenant faithfulness to Abraham

4. That We Would Be Saved to Serve God without Fear (v.74-75)
a) In Holiness and Righteousness Through Jesus

B. ZECHARIAH PRAISES GOD FOR THE WORK OF JOHN (v.76-80)
1. As Prophet of the Highest––to Prepare the Way of the Lord (v.76)

a) Jesus said, John was More than a Prophet (Matthew 11:9–15)
2. John would give the knowledge of salvation (v.77)
3. Sharing the Mercy of God (v.78)
4. Giving Light to Those in darkness (v.78-79 NIV)
5. Giving Hope to those in the Shadow of Death (v.79 NIV)
6. Teaching the Way to Have Peace with God (v.79)

III. THE LESSONS FOR US 
A. GOD IS MERCIFUL––HE GIVES SECOND CHANCES

1. Just as Zechariah was struck mute and unable to speak  
because of his doubt and lack of faith in the word of God…

2. God Gave Zechariah a Second Chance!
3. GOD IS MERCIFUL: He Gives us Grace – and wants us to grow in our faith
4. He is more faithful to us than we are to Him! 

And He is not Finished –– He’s still working on us! (Philippians 1:6)



B. GOD IS FAITHFUL––HE KEEPS HIS PROMISES
1. 400 years from when Malachi last prophesied of a prophet who would 

come in the power and strength of Elijah… 
a) 400 years! –– Our nation is just a little over 200 yrs old!
b) 400 years of silence has been broken and now John will prepare the way for Jesus

2. But God Made this Promise Long Before Malachi… 
a) 400 years before that…800 Yrs from the Time Elizabeth gave birth…
b) Isaiah Prophesied about John (Matthew 3:1–3)

3. And Centuries Before John, centuries before Malachi, and Before Isaiah
a) God Made This Promise Before Jerusalem ever existed, 
b) Before Israel was a Nation > Before Egyptian Slavery > Across the Sands of Time…

4. God promised Abraham that a Savior would descend though his lineage A 
Savior chosen… To Save the World!  
By Paying for ALL our sins on the cross by His own blood.

5. God Kept His Promise By Giving the Very Best of Heaven––  
by Sending Jesus to Die for our Sins

C. OUR HEARTS MUST ALSO BE PREPARED FOR THE LORD
1. There Must be PREPARATION (v.76)1

a) All life is a preparation to lead us to Christ.
b) One Person Plants, Another Waters, but God Gives the Increase
c) In life – God is working all things together to bring us to Christ.

2. There must be KNOWLEDGE (v.77a)
a) Three ways God gives us His revelation 

(1) 1. Creation [general: nature] (Ps 19:1) The heavens declare the glory of God
(2) 2. Revelation [specific: His written word] (Ps. 19:6) The law of the Lord is perfect
(3) 3. Incarnation [personal: Jesus] (Hebrews 1:1–3a NIV) 

b) By Creation we could see God’s power and eternal nature (Rom 1:20)
c) By His Word We could understand God’s Will
d) But not until the Word became flesh––could see and know God personally [in Christ]

3. There is FORGIVENESS (v.77-78)
a) Jesus went to the cross to pay our debt in full, so we could be forgiven of our sins
b) Now we no longer approach God as a criminal going before a Judge
c) Now we approach God as a child going before our Father

4. There is a NEW LIFE in Peace (v.79)
a) Jesus work on the cross gives us peace with God (Rom 5:1)

 

CONCLUSION:
1. God Gives 2nd Chances! 
2. Now We Can Have True Forgiveness and True Peace (Rom 8:1-2 NIV)
3. Not as a Criminal before a Judge…but as a child before our Father
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